
Summer Tidbits 

 

No tidy essay here, but rather a catchall of thoughts at 

the outset of summer. 

 

1.  Where did you say Forrest was? 
 

Even those of you who know that Iôll be gone in July 

are laboring to keep track of where Iôll be. So: 

 

June 25-July 2: Yakutat, Alaskaðmission trip.       

Sixteen of us are traveling to serve a Presbyterian 

mission church in a remote Tlingit village. Weôll host 

VBS, put new siding on the manse, build a stairway, 

and help lead worship. Observation:  Presbyterians get 

the phrase ñéand unto the uttermost part of the 

earthò (Acts 1:8). Yakutat is pretty ñuttermost.ò 

 

July 3-10: Minneapolis, MinnesotaðGeneral         

Assembly (GA). The national meeting of Presbyterians 

takes place this week. Iôm vacationing from church to 

serve as a resource person in my role as Stated Clerk. 

My job: help our local folks be less confused. 

 

July 10-18: Thousand Oaks, Californiaðmy parentsô 

home. After GA, Iôll visit my folks. Momôs birthday is 

July 16, so Iôll get to take her out to lunch to celebrate 

while Dad is in dialysis. Dad has begun talking about 

ending dialysis and letting renal failure run its course, 

so weôll surely spend time talking about that. And 

Mom has a long ñsonny-doò list waiting for me. 

 

July 18-24: Malibu, CaliforniaðAcademy of         

Missional Preaching. This study leave week will cap 

off the year of practicing ñmissional preachingòðthe 

kind thatôs meant to encourage folks like you to think 

of yourselves as missionaries right here at home. I 

hope youôve heard that emphasis in my sermons this 

past yearðitôs been intentional. 

 

2. Karenôs doings during July 

 

Though Karen is staying home, her schedule will 

(mostly) follow mine. So she will balance between 

participating in the life of the church and not trying 

to do everything I would do if I were here. Sheôs 

working hard to finish her dissertation by August 15. 

We both hope that my absence will help her focus. 

 

3.  A look around the church (and up!) 

 

I hope youôve noticed several of the good things     

going on in recent weeks. One of them is particularly 

visible. Our mission statement and motto inspired one 

of our members, so he underwrote the signs you now 

see around the church. Donôt forget to look up, tooð

the ones in Hendrick Hall are quite eye-catching once 

youôve noticed them! 

 

4.  éTill we meet again 

 

If anyone asks, I donôt like traveling. But every week 

will be gratifying in its own way. It will be good to 

move my mind away from the day-to-day details of 

Clarkston life and turn it toward fellow missionaries, 

the work of the national church, and becoming a better 

preacher. It will also be good to get back and see you 

again. I anticipate some time well spentðand telling 

you about it upon my return! 

 

In the meantime, keep these words in mind: 

 

Dear brothers and sisters, we canôt help but thank 

God for you, because your faith is flourishing and 

your love for one another is growing. We proudly tell 

Godôs other churchesĭ about your endurance and 

faithfulness in all the persecutions and hardships you 

are sufferingé 

 

So we keep on praying for you, asking our God to   

enable you to live a life worthy of his call. May         

he give you the power to accomplish all the           

good things your faith prompts you to do.                  

(II Thessalonians 1:3-4, 11) 

 

Somewhere along the Wayð 

Forrest 
 

________________________ 

¹You can expect me to do this, by the way. 

From the Desk of Forrest Claassen 
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New Office Hours 
MondayðThursday  

9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

Closed Friday 

 

Coffee Hour Is 

C h a n g i n g :            

Beginning July 11, 

Coffee Hour in 

Hendrick Hall with 

treats will happen 

only on Communion    

Sundays (the first 

Sunday of the 

month) and on     

special occasions. 

These will be       

announced in the   

bulletin and in 

church. 

 On all other Sundays, Coffee Hour 

will be available in the library.  Everyone is 

invited to stay and visit in the Narthex. 

Happy 4th 

of July!!!  

FROM THE LIBRARY: 

  

For those you who are reading    

Donald Miller books, I've been 

able to find a copy of "TO OWN 

A DRAGON".  This is a book on 

'reflections of growing up',    

dedicated to men who mentor 

young men.  Just thumbing through, I think it looks to be 

very interesting.  I received a donated copy of "THE 

CROSS GARDENER" the other day and was told it is an 

easy read; not a very thick book at all.  I began reading 

and found it is hard to put down so shouldn't take me too 

long. The author, Jason F. Wright, also has written" 

WEDNESDAY LETTERS" and "CHRISTMAS 

JARS".  The Cross Gardener is a  work of fiction dealing 

with John Bevans and his youth (adoption into a single 

parent family of other adopted children) and his later adult 

life (tragedy of loss) and a stranger whom he meets that is 

painting the highway crosses that John erected in           

remembrance of his wife and child.  Both of these books 

will be entered into the library system soon and available 

to you. See you in the Library.  

Luella 

On your church website now - 

the calendar is  updated when-

ever there is an addition to the    

office master calendar.  If 

there is a special event, a    

f u n e r a l ,  a  w e d d i n g ,     

Wednesday night gatherings, 

etc.  you can go there for the 

information.  The calendar is 

in the orange box in the right 

hand corner on the home page.   

 

Please contact the church 

office and check the master calendar before 

scheduling any event or meeting.  

 

http://www.clarkstonpres.pcusa.cc/.  

http://www.clarkstonpres.pcusa.cc/



